ROBERT EDWIN PEARY                            245

and his companions travelled far north of Disko Bay
until they reached Inglefield Inlet5 where they set up
their winter quarters. Even there, surrounded by ever-
lasting ice and snow and perpetual night, they were
not the only human beings, but had for neighbours a
tribe of Eskimos. These were the Gape York Eskimos,
who lived there all the year round, hunting the polar
bears and seals for food, and bringing up their children
in their igloos or ice huts, which possessed the distinction
of being the most northerly human habitations in the
world.

While at Inglefield Inlet the explorers made friends
with these Eskimos and learned their habits and mode
of living. With the coming of spring, Peary and Eivind
Astrup, a young Norwegian, also made a long journey
inland over the Greenland ice-cap. Their route took
them along the northern coast to the north-east ex-
tremity and back, and the journey enabled Peary to
prove that Greenland was an island.

After this the explorers returned home, but the next
year another expedition was on its way. Again Mrs.
Peary accompanied her husband, again they wintered
at Inglefield Inlet, and while there Mrs. Peary gave
birth to a daughter, the first white baby ever to be born
in those frozen northlands. The bulk of the party went
back to America the next summer, but Peary, with a
coloured servant of his named Henson and a Mr. H.
G. Lee, stayed behind with the intention of crossing the
inland ice the following year. This they did, reaching
the eastern coast of Greenland and returning to their
base, a distance of over twelve hundred miles, without